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"LAS MUJERES DE LA CAUCUS CHICANA"

FADE IN: 
Black screen
narrator

I was seventeen when I first met these six women of the Chicana Caucus. It was at the National Women’s Conference in 1977 in Houston, Texas. 
I was amazed by their strength and purpose, collectively fighting for the liberation of women, especially chicanas. I didn't have my own voice then, but I did wonder why they were doing this work, where they came from and who they were. But it wasn't until almost 30 years later, in a 30 second conversation with one of those women, my mom, that I asked the question 'did you all ever talk about your experiences in those movements with each other'. Her answer was 'mija, there wasn't any time to do that.' I said, wouldn't it be great if you could get together and talk about it. And she said that would be wonderful. That was how this film came to be, six Chicanas, getting together in San Francisco, for a weekend, talking and sharing about a time 30 years earlier when they worked together to help create a movement. This is the story of 
CUE PHOTO: GROUP PAN AND SCAN RIGHT TO LEFT

Lupe Anguiano, Pauline Martinez, Martha Cotera, Rhea Mojica Hammer, Andrea Cano and Margaret Cruz. Las Mujeres de la Caucus Chicana
FADE TO BLACK

cue Music: mODERN JAZZ SAMBA

titles: Las mujeres de la caucus chicana

a film by voces primeras

WRITTEN, Produced & directed by Linda Garcia Merchant

featuring:

andrea rivera cano

martha cotera

margaret cruz

pauline martinez

ruth mojica hammer

lupe anguiano

FADE MUSIC TO CLIP
CUE
CLIP: GROUP-SUN-002R Start: 09 sec – 29 sec voice over photos of civil rights, chicano moratorium

AC: We want to be able to tell our stories about the gathering of an incredible group of women and essentially looking at how we came to journey. As we helped develop the National Womens Political Caucus. As you recall, in the early seventies we had gone through the reception of the civil rights act of 1964. We were now in the budding of the Chicano Movement and also the Women’s Movement with the writings of the Feminine Mystique and other things. (CUT)
CUE CLIP: GROUP-SUN-OO4R START: 05-10 SEC

LA: At that time you’re talking about, I was really involved in education.

MUSIC CUT: LAID BACK GUITARS: KEVIN MACLEOD

SCENE TITLE: Lupe Anguiano, Civil Rights, Political and Environmental Activist

PHOTO: very-young-w-sister.tif Zoom into photo, Lupe is on left.

PHOTO: 1945-hs-drill-team.tif

PHOTO: 1945-hs-pow-wow-club, zoom in on lupe as adult
PHOTO: 1949-prior-2-convent.tif FADE TO BLACK

PHOTO: 1949-as-sister.tif

PHOTO: 1952-teaching.tif

PHOTO: 1952-working-field.tif

PHOTO: 1952-on-tractor.tif

PHOTO: 1957-bi-ed-wht-hs-letter

CLIP: LA-020 start: 02;45;11-3;05;16

LA: After I left religious life I started to work with groups in Los Angeles. One day I was in a habit and the next day I came to work with them without a habit.

CUE CLIP: LA 020-START 03;25;15-03;32;17

LA: As sisters we weren’t supposed to get involved in politics. And, and I left religious life.

CUE CLIP: LA 029 START 26;48;05-26;56;28 VOICE OVER
LA: This was my first job after I left the convent. I was involved in a teenage program.

PHOTOS: 1966-group-02

PHOTOS: 1966-group-03

PHOTOS: 1966-group-04

PHOTOS: 1966-shriver-group

PHOTOS: 1966-group-07

PHOTOS: 1966-election-group

PHOTOS: 1966-group-05 zoom in on Richard Polanco at end of clip about him.

CUE CLIP: LA 029 START 27;05;26-27;18;12
LA: What I did I organized to train them how to work in politics how to get involved in East Los Angeles and how to get things done and so I organized a teen age program.

CUE CLIP: LA 029 START 28;26;21-28;52;03
LA: And then I organized, I developed projects for them. (CUT TO) and one of the projects that I organized was for them to in their teenage program was to run for city council and then all of the teen programs in East Los Angeles to run for governor.

CUE CLIP: LA 029 START 28;55;23-29;05;24
LGM: And so this guy is actually is one now.

LA: Yeah, he’s a state senator

LGM: Richard Polanco

LA: Yeah

CUE TITLE SLIDE: Cesar Chavez and the UFW

CUE TITLE SLIDE: UFW United Farm Workers organized by Cesar Chavez and the Catholic Church to create decent pay and working conditions for migrant labor, many of whom were Mexican-American.

PHOTO: 1960-c-chavez-group-ufw.tif

PHOTO: 1968-la-campesinos-4-kennedy.tif

PHOTO: 1968-la-01.tif

PHOTO: 1968-la-02.tif

PHOTO: 1968-la-03.tif

PHOTO: 1967-r-kennedy-ufw-mtg, zoom into flag

CUE: LA-020 VOICE OVER TITLE SLIDES START 03;59;29

LA: Because on my days off I’d go into Delano to help the farm workers and then sometimes, you know we were trying deal with Jemero, one of the growers and so when they’d come to Los Angeles to ship the grapes, we would try to stop the trucks.

CUE: LA-020 START 05;48;00-06;09;06
LA: One thing Cesar Chavez always used to do. He used to eh, anyone who was able to stay up to get up at 3:00 in the morning. You could ride with him and review the agenda and what was going to be happening. So I’d get up you know, at 3:00 and eh eh, so that I could you know, really be with him.

CUE: LA-020 START 06;15;10-06;42;11
LA: He really used to like me. He used to believe you know, in my strength and all. And so when the boycott started eh, he says, ‘well Lupe, why don’t you go to Michigan?’ you know. And I said ‘I’ve never been to Michigan!’ LA LAUGHS He said ‘well you know, you have your choice’ and so I decided to go.
CUT TO PHOTOS W/VOICE OVER

PHOTO: 1968-la-grocery-store
PHOTOS: 1968-la-hands-out-flyers

PHOTOS: 1968-protest-sign

PHOTO: 1968-protests when she talks about UAW

PHOTO: 1968-protests-bk 

CUE: LA-020 START 06;42;11-7;02;18

LA: The first people I met, being a former nun, I met with the bishop and asked him to support the boycott. And then I knew that the United Auto Workers were really behind Cesar chavez so I went to work, to talk to them.

CUE: LA-020 START 07;11;24-07;14;09

LA: And local 600 gave me a car.

CUE: LA-020 START 08;05;02-08;31;06

Number one we had the support of UAW and then when I was able to get the bishop to support it then he got together with the mayor and the mayor and he and so we started to really get the grapes out of, really the boycott was so incredibly successful in Michigan. We got the grapes out of all of Michigan.
PHOTOS: 1968-protests-23

PHOTOS: 1968 roger-craig-heulgaman-02

PHOTOS: 1968-protests-04

PHOTOS: 1968-protests-11

PHOTOS: 1968-protests-12

PHOTOS: 1968-protests-18

PHOTOS: 1968-protests-20

PHOTOS: 1968-protests-22

CUE: LA-020 START 08;35;24-09;25;04

LA: What happened. During that year ah, McCarthy was running for. Eugene McCarthy was running for president. And the young Democrats became very upset because Robert Kennedy put his hat into the ring. And so some of the young people decided they weren’t gonna help with when Kennedy won the primary, they weren’t gonna help. And so I took that opportunity to enlist them in the boycott. So I had all these young democrats 

LGM: Oh okay.

LA: Who were mad at Kennedy to help me.

LGM: Nice strategy (LGM LAUGHS)

LA: Well it just so happens it’s what I’m telling you, it’s divine providence. (FADE TO BLACK)
CUE TITLE: San Antonio & Welfare Reform
CUE TITLE: “Just looking at changing income maintenance to employment…was considered (by HEW) too radical”

PHOTOS: 1975-11-front.tif

PHOTOS: 1975-11-pg4.tif, crop to photo inset of Lupe and bishops

PHOTOS: 1973-swross-04 PAN AND SCAN RIGHT TO LEFT FADE TO 1975

PHOTOS: 1975-wm-ethnicity-conf.tif remove phone numbers, PAN AND SCAN RIGHT TO LEFT
PHOTOS: 1973-swross-02
PHOTOS: 1973-swross-03

CUE CLIP AS VOICE OVER AFTER TITLE ‘WELFARE REFORM’:32;37;25-33;00;24
LA: I wanted to discover how this could be done. Because I was in Washington and I was talking about changing policy. And I really didn’t have experience about eh really how do you help a woman who’s been on welfare for 15, 20 years to move into employment?

CUE CLIP LA-012 33;06;04-33;20;28
LA: To be true to myself, I said I need to get out of here and really do that. And that’s why the bishops offered me a job to be the head of the office for the Spanish Speaking
CUE CLIP LA-012 START 33;25;26-33;44;02

LA: The office for the Spanish speaking was in San Antonio.

LGM: So that’s how you ended up in San Antonio.

LA: I took a big huge cut in pay and went to work for the bishops. But on condition that welfare reform be one of my priority issues.

CUE CLIP LA-012 START 35;29;29-35;40;07
LA: And so I moved into the San Antonio housing projects and in about six months I had 500 women move off of welfare into jobs. And that made history.
CUE: CLIP LA-012 START 35;47;28-35;54;00

LA: That was so great. It was so easy too because some of the women hated welfare. (MAY USE THIS AS A QUOTE INSTEAD)

CUE TITLE: The head of the Catholic church in San Antonio, Archbishop Francis James Furey was known for his advocacy of Mexican American rights.

CUE: CLIP LA-013 START 36;39;19-36;48;18
LA: I was the head of the office for the Spanish Speaking for the bishops. So Archbishop Furey, he was my boss.
CUE: CLIP LA-013 START 36;51;06-37;15;07

LA: Archbishop Furey and Bishop Flores never knew what I was really doing. I got, so I went and I said you know we have a lot of women that are single parents and are on welfare and they need to be in jobs, they want to work instead of being on welfare. Oh, the chamber of commerce, oh yes! We’ll help you.

CUE: CLIP LA-014 START 40;52;28-
LA: And little by little I started to develop a model of how to do this.

CUE TITLE SLIDE: NWEE National Women’s Employment & Education

PHOTOS: Newsltr front.tif
PHOTOS: Newsltr-pg6.tif

PHOTOS: Pub-stills

PHOTOS: pub-stills-03 

PHOTOS: pub-stills-04 

PHOTOS: 1978-newsltr-front

PHOTOS: pub-stills-05

PHOTOS: pub-stills-06 

PHOTOS: pub-stills-07 

PHOTOS: pub-stills-09 

PHOTOS: pub-stills-10 

CUE: CLIP LA-015 START 41;39;05-41;48;27

LA: In five years I already go the knack of how you do this. Because this is the Because I was interested in doing this throughout the world.

CUE: TITLE SLIDE 1: 1. Develop the employment opportunity.
CUE: TITLE SLIDE 2: 2. Target women on welfare for program.

CUE: TITLE SLIDE 3: 3. Prepare the women. Make sure they’re willing to work.

CUE: TITLE SLIDE 4: 4. Provide training on how to be employed. (

CUE: CLIP LA-015 START 41;54;26-42;05;08

LA: You develop the job first. You go and out reach the women get the women. And you prepare them, make sure that they really want to work. 

CUE: CLIP LA-015 START 42;08;11-42;11;29

LA: And you provide eh employment training. 

CUT TO VIDEO FROM SLIDES 1-4:

CUE: CLIP LA-015 START 42;12;20-42;16;22

LA: Employment training, preparing them so that they can go into a training program.

CUE: CLIP LA-015 START 42;20;18-42;29;10
LA: This is the key. Then you have a five year follow-up support system.
CUE: CLIP LA-015 START 43;17;02-43;48;16
LA: What you do. You have to provide child care. Transportation and then the women usually, its just like anybody else, the first job they get into, some of them don’t like it. You have to be ready not to have them go back on welfare. But have them move into another job.

And then when they get enough experience in that job, then you ah, you help them move up the ladder.

CUE: CLIP LA-015 START 44;15;04-44:17:10

LA: This is the way welfare should work.

Lupe’s NWEE plan was adopted in 11 states and was one of the models for the Welfare Reform Act of 1993

END LUPE’S PIECE

CUE: TITLE: 1969 El Partido Raza Unida

CUE: CLIP GROUP-SUN-007 VOICE OVER TITLE SLIDE 07;09;22-07;20;08

AC: The Raza Unida Party was beginning to percolate in Texas.

MAC: Well, the Raza Unida Party had been germinating for many years in Texas. 

CUE: CLIP GROUP-SUN-007 07;41;19-07;51;11

MAC: Finally we decided late 60s that we weren’t gonna get very far unless we organized politically. So, we even had alternative colleges. So that’s how Raza Unida got together.
CUE: CLIP GROUP-SUN-007 08;29;00-

MAC: And so we organized a political party and of course we soon women soon came to the realization that if it was going to be a legitimate party it couldn’t be male oriented only. And so if we wanted to expand the party we needed to bring women in.

MUSIC FADE: 0-15 DRUM AND FLUTE (TWO FLUTE REPEATS NOT THREE)
SCENE TITLE: Martha P. Cotera, Chicana Writer

CUE TITLE: ‘I don’t think I’ve ever been anything other than a feminist’.

PHOTOS: 1940-mc-baby
PHOTOS: 1940s-mc-bros-s-s-mom-dad.tif zoom in on Martha 

CUE MUSIC FADE: Kumasi Groove.mp3 (incompetech.com)


 PHOTOS: 1940s-mc-mom-sis2.tif

PHOTOS: 1950-mc-mom-sis.tif

PHOTOS: scan0016.tif CUE CLIP BRING MUSIC DOWN WITH VOICE OVER OF CLIP NOT GONE UNTIL END OF SECOND CLIP CUT TO ACTUAL VIDEO
PHOTOS: scan0018-19.tif put together PAN AND SCAN LEFT TO RIGHT, STOP AT MAC ON RIGHT, PAUSE BEFORE CUT TO VIDEO
BRING MUSIC DOWN CUE: MAC-009 START: 10;56;25-11;38;28
MAC: I could see that it was not right that uhm, that we had two water fountains in my school, for example. That we had one for ah, anglos to drink out of and one for African Americans, we had no African Americans in El Paso. So obviously it was for Mexicans to drink out of. Nobody ever paid attention to them but there was one time when a little girl pushed one of my friends pushed somebody’s face into the faucet because this little anglo girl told her she should not be drinking out of that water faucet that she should drink out of the one allocated for Mexicans.

PHOTOS: 1950s-mc-as-angel.tif, zoom in on MAC

PHOTOS: 1955-mc-mom-sis.tif

PHOTOS: 1957-mc-newspaper.tif
PHOTOS: 1957-prom.tif
PHOTOS: 1957-hs-graduation.tif

CUE: MAC-010 START 13;04;06-13;28;02
MAC: When I was in high school, we actually endorsed in the high school newspaper where I was an editor we endorsed uhm, uh, a presidential candidate and got into terrible trouble. We were almost expelled, you know for doing that, and in fact  we were not fired from the newspaper staff because we were, she Tizzy Goddell, a friend of mine and I were co-editors.
CUE TITLE SLIDE: Juan Cotera

PHOTOS: 1960s-jc-mc-dating.tif

PHOTOS: 1965-mc-pregnant.tif

PHOTOS: 1963-mc-maria.tif

CUE: MAC-001 VOICE OVER PHOTOS START 00;50;24-01;18;04
MAC: He walked into the public library with his, where I was working, with his brother to look up information on the UT School of Architecture and I took one look at him and I was engaged to some other person and I took my engagement ring off and I thought, “I really want this man. And I thought ‘I’ve got no business being engaged when I feel this way about somebody else’.
PHOTOS: 1964-coteras.tif

PHOTOS: 1967-mc-maria-jc-amer-gothic.tif

PHOTOS: 1980s-cotera-children (2photos)

PHOTOS: 2003-40-anniv-jc-mc.tif

CUE: MAC-002 VOICE OVER PHOTOS START 01;30;29-02;04;15
MAC: And the reason that I was very attracted to Juan is because he was very confident around me. And at the same time he was never threatened by, by me. Ah, he would argue with me, and still does, whether or not he had any idea of the subject matter. He would always argue and I thought that was a really good sign. Ah, I thought that somebody that was smart enough to try to argue their way around me had to be pretty darn smart.
CUE: TITLE SLIDE: A marriage of activists

CUE: MAC-011
START: 13;44;00-14;02;03
MAC: Actually the very first year we came to Austin we were involved in the city council campaign for an African American candidate, BT Bonner and practically got ourselves thrown out of the student housing projects because we had a fundraiser for him in the student projects.

CUE: MAC-013 START: 16;01;03-16;15;03
MAC: You know perhaps my background was a lot more radical and revolutionary than Juan’s but Juan too came from ah a tradition of very activist orientation in terms of political opposition.

CUE: MAC-013 START: 16;17;10-16;42;22

CUE: TITLE SLIDE: We will work for change for Chicana liberation within the context of our culture and in partnership with our families.’

MAC: We have never had a problem in both of us being involved in electoral politics. And our beliefs are are extremely coherent in terms of social justice. Which brings me back to marriage because you know, social justice to me, and equality is what a marriage union and a marriage contract is all about.

CUE: MAC-013 START 16;43;11-16;57;29
MAC: You know, and I think in that respect our political orientations, our political activism you know helped us figure out a lot of dynamics that were going on in our marriage on a one to one basis.

CUE: CLIP MAC-018
START 27;38;08-28;09;16
MAC: We had the opportunity to go down to the valley as founding members of Colegio Jacinto Trevino

CUE TITLE SLIDE: Colegio Jacinto Trevino
CUE TITLE SLIDE: A college created as an alternative educational experience for Chicanos.

CUE: PHOTO 1973-jc-mc-crystal-city.tif 

MAC: And from there, he was on the faculty and I was librarian and on the faculty. From there we moved to Crystal City, Texas where we you know, joined a group of people that had been working to develop a third party. So from the very beginning, both of us were founding members of Raza Unida Party.
CUE TITLE SLIDE: Raza Unida Party

CUE TITLE SLIDE: A national political party started in the southwest US as an alternative to politically disenfranchised Mexican Americans.

CUE: CLIP MAC-020 START: 29;13;28-29;24;09
MAC: And so the issue of leadership be came up for women solely because our issues were not being addressed.

CUE: CLIP MAC-021 START 30;00;05-30;10;23

MAC: For the most part and the literature will show, the Raza Unida Platform was extremely open to women’s issues.

CUE: CLIP MAC-022 START: 31;21;12-31;39;01
MAC: We were urged to go out and recruit women because the men had jobs and a lot of times the women didn’t. You know when jobs are in short demand sometimes only one member of the family works and the women didn’t. And so the women were freer to run for office than the men.

START: CLIP MAC-022 START: 31;40;29-32;31;00

MAC: In Crystal City they said, you know, go out and recruit the women, you know just recruit the women, bring them into the party so they can run for office and within a year we had eight candidates for local offices. And the way we recruited was using these issues that the party was promoting.

START: CLIP MAC-022 START: 32;04;05-32;30;21

MAC: And convincing the women that being active in the church was fine but that there were a lot of issues happening outside the church and outside the home because their children didn’t spend all their time at home. That their children were out there in the community getting shot at and being educated very poorly and so they needed to become involved in the community as well.

TITLE SLIDE: From the RUP to the NWPC
CUE: CLIP MAC-023 START: 32;50;12-32;59;11
MAC: Outside the party, in the greater you know, mass of Chicano movement, things were a little different.

CUE: CLIP MAC-023 START: 33;24;15-33;38;10

MAC: Out there, where we didn’t have a party platform, to reflect this, is where we also had to do a lot of educating about having women in positions where these issues would be addressed.

CUE TITLE SLIDE: Issues of Concern to Women

Welfare reform, child care, personal credit, equal rights, choice, social justice, rape, education, health care, reproductive rights
CUE: CLIP MAC-023 34;00;15-34;20;12 voice over title slide beginning with ‘issues’

MAC: So that’s how we opened up ah, ah, the leadership opportunities for women. It was not we went after leadership and we brought the issues along, rather the issues called for female leaders because they were the ones interested in promoting these issues.

CUE: CLIP MAC-025 START: 34;50;02-34;58;24
MAC: Now, so what did the men, how did the men react including Raza Unida men, to this new, emerging leadership?

CUE: TITLE SLIDE: As to the nature of the Chicanas involved in this conference, you have a group of polished, battle scarred veterans of a social movement. Marta Cotera, ‘Chicana Feminist, 1974’

CUE: CLIP MAC-026 VOICE OVER TITLE SLIDE “Chicana Feminist”START: 36;27;06-

MAC: We thought, well we’re activists, we’re experienced, we’re veterans, we know what we’re doing, they didn’t know what they were doing. We can extend our activism, no big deal to work with this other group.
CUE: CLIP MAC-026 START: 36;58;12-

MAC: And when we did that, and you know, bringing the same issues we were working on in the movement, the men got really annoyed.

CUE: CLIP MAC-026 START: 37;25;06-37;40;06 VOICE OVER TITLE SLIDE DEFINITION ‘AGRINGADAS’

MAC: They said ‘well why do you want to work with that movement, you’re just being anglicized, ‘agringadas’

CUE: TITLE SLIDE: “Agringadas” to be assimilated into the ‘anglo’ or ‘white’ culture in place of one’s Mexican culture.

MAC: You know you really have done it this time. You know, you just want to be superior to men, you wanna be like them, etcetera, etcetera.

CUE: CLIP MAC-027 START 37;43;11-38;06;22
MAC: You know, even within our own movement, we were continuing to work with the same issues we had worked before, reproductive choices, child care, health, but none of this would really appease them. Because they you know, they saw, that these issues were women’s issues. I think, it was their aha moment. ‘Oh, oh, these are women’s issues’.

CUE: CLIP MAC-027 START 38;19;00-38;23;27
MAC: They said ‘No, no, these are feminist issues and you have now gone over to the enemy.’

CUE: CLIP MAC-027 START: 38;23;17-39;40;28
MAC: And we said, well we hate to differ but, you know, if you want to put it to the test and you want to put feminism to the test, we don’t have to borrow from anybody. We have our own feminist tradition that is in fact, stronger than the feminist tradition that the feminist the anglo feminists are moving forward. 
CUE TITLE SLIDE: Diosa y Hembra, 1976 the history and heritage of Chicanas in the US. Self published.
CUE: PHOTO Cover of Diosa y Hembra

CUE: PHOTO Martha-dios-y-hembra.tif

CUE: PHOTO: Chicana Feminist
CUE: TITLE SLIDE: Chicana Feminist, 1977 Chronicles the activism of Chicana’s in the 60s and 70s. Self published
CUE: PHOTO 1970’s contact sheet

And so that’s when I started researching our feminist history and bringing forth all the models of feminist thought, intellectual development, etcetera, like Sor Juan Inez de la Cruz, like la Malinche, Dona Marina, (CUT UHM UHM) Jose Fortis de Dominguez, all the women throughout our history including the women in the southwest that have carried the issues of social justice and you know issues concerning women that we were concerned with. I said look we don’t have to look for anybody else or to anybody else, we have our own cultural legacy and historic legacy so we’re acting within the nationalist structure if you will.
CUE: TITLE SLIDE: ‘…we feel we are progressing from a more advanced state than other women in other cultures toward a full development of women’ Chicana Feminist.

END MARTHA CLIP

CUE: CLIP GROUP-SUN-018
START: 29;48;16-29;56;27

AC: I want to ask the question, when you all gathered together, look at each other face to face, what were you thinking?

CUE: CLIP GROUP-SUN-18 START: 29;58;26-30;30;00

AC: When Lupe meets Rhea, when Martha meets Margaret.

RMH: When I got down to that Raza Unida Convention, Labor Day of 1972 in El Paso, Texas, I was dazzled because I had heard the message about neither party we were nothing in either party, therefore the only way to participate with integrity was within our own party. And so I was on fire with and all I was doing was gathering impressions. I swear I wish I could remember these women but later we met again in another setting.

CUE: TITLE SLIDE: Adelantes Mujeres, Notre Dame, Indiana 1972

CUE: TITLE SLIDE: Spanish speaking women from several Midwest states gather the first time to discuss womens issues.  

CUE: TITLE SLIDE: The conference is the brainchild of Jane Gonzales and Olga Villa Parra, and the Midwest Council of La Raza.
CUE: CLIP OVP-0048 START 33;12;07-33;26;18
OVP: So I have good fuzzies about the women’s conference.

CUE: CLIP OVP-0049 START 33;29;05-34;08;13
CUE: PHOTO 1972-adelante-mujeres-reprint.tif pan and scan photo of women, zoom out from olga to to photo description and article name. (VOICE OVER LGM AND OVP

LGM: And of course, that’s where Martha, Lupe and my Mom meet.

OVP: Yeah, yeah

LGM: And so it was a warm fuzzie, but it was also a starting point.

OVP: Yeah, it wasn’t an ending point in the sense that conferences end. It was a beginning point. It was a beginning point for a lot of our lives. It was one of those ‘aha’ moments. 

LGM: Yeah

CUE OVP VIDEO

OVP: We knew other people. It wasn’t so much that we were ‘busom buddies’ you know we were just people caught in the same web doing some of the same things. And we knew that ‘no se porque me callo a mi, la cruz, 

CUE TRANSLATION: I don’t know why this task fell to me

OVP: but I have to carry it from now on. 

CUE: TITLE SLIDE: Ruth “Rhea” Mojica Hammer, La Senora Hammer de Chicago

CUE: MUSIC 

CUE: PHOTO: mom-iowa-1926.jpg
CUE: PHOTO: mom-1927-working-copy.jpg
CUE: PHOTO: 1927-RMHat2 copy.jpg
CUE: PHOTO: kids-1938-crop.jpg

CUE: PHOTO: 1940s-RMHcrop.jpg
CUE PHOTO: 1941-micaela-rudy-mom.jpg

CUE: 1940-RMH-formal

CUE: 1949-nina’s wedding4-2.jpg

CUE TITLE SLIDE: My father gave me wings, as a result I grew up to be an aggressive, obstinate, opinionated woman’ Rhea Mojica Hammer 1971

CUE: RMH-014 START 44;15;17-44;30;05

RMH: I remember coming home from school with a little friend who was the child of immigrants who were Italian and another one who was the child of immigrants who were Polish.

CUE: RMH-014 START 44;41;02-45;11;25
RMH: My mother said to me in Spanish, “No quedran tus amigitas un te con jello y uhm, una limonada con jello, y unas galletitas dulce?’ And I said, ‘oh mother speak english, you’re in America.’ And my mother said nothing. And proceeded to serve her iced lemonade and cookies and my little girlfriends and I visited and they left and then my mother said to me, ‘Venga aqui.’
CUE: RMH-014 START 45;43;20-46;07;11
RMH: She said right now that you came, horita que llego usted de la escuela con sus amigitas y you le hable en espanol, usted se advergonzo. 
CUE SUBTITLE: When you came in with your friends, I spoke to you in spanish and you were embarrased.
CUE: PHOTO: 1920-guadalupe_web.jpg

Y yo quiero que cepa que la persona que se adveruenza de lo que es, no vale nada. Yo soy Mexicana, you les traigo un herencia lo que es ser mexicano. 
CUE SUBTITLE: Know this, the person who is ashamed of who they are, has no value. I am Mexican and I bring you a heritage of what it means to be Mexican.
CUE: RMH-014 START 46;17;18-47;20;01
CUE : PHOTO ; 1910soldier-of-revolution.jpg

Yo les ensenado la historia de mexico. 
CUE SUBTITLE: I have taught you the history of Mexico.

Su padre se ve encargar de lo desde lado. 
CUE: PHOTO: 1940s-lupe-ponciano.jpg
CUE SUBTITLE: I’ve taught you spanish, your father will take care of English because it is the language which you must master and defend yourself.
Yo les ensenado del espanol, su padre se va encargar del ingles porque es el idioma que van a tener que dominar. 
CUE SUBTITLE: Because in this country no one will give you anything. You will have to prepare yourselves to fight for everything.

La idioma en qual se van a tener que defender porque aqui nadie les va dar nada. Tienen que prepararse asi luchar por ello. Y quiero que sepan algo y que no se los vallan olvidar. Que el gringo, cause she called them a gringo, the Americans, they were all lumped in. 
CUE SUBTITLE: know that it doesn’t fit in the American’s head that you have intelligence,
No le cabe en la cabeza que ustedes tienen intelligencia, 
CUE SUBTITLE: dignity

dignidad,

CUE SUBTITLE: loving relationships.

amor proprio,
CUE SUBTITLE: are prepared,
preparacion,
CUE SUBTITLE: or have aspirations and the first chance he gets, he will put his foot on your neck to keep you down.
aspiraciones, y en la primera opportunidad, les pone la pata en el quello.
CUE TITLE SLIDE: My parents reminded me that since I was bilingual it was my responsibility to help my Chicano brothers and sisters who were not.

CUE TITLE SLIDE: Ayuda! WCIU-TV Channel 26, Thursday nights 7-8pm

CUE: CLIP RMH-15;54;25-16;01;18

RMH: In 1970, I had helped an Hispanic woman. She came from Spain, who had married an American GI.

CUE: CLIP RMH-17;05;09-17;15;29

RMH: She called me and told me that they had been locked out of their apartment and he didn’t have a job, and she was three months pregnant and could I help.

CUE PHOTO: 1971-RMH-ayuda-002

CUE CLIP RMH-004 17;58;09-18;08;14

RMH: So off we go to the Model Cities on Sheridan Road and Montrose over there in Chicago. And I’m over there interpreting for her.

CUE TITLE SLIDE: MODEL CITIES PROGRAM: A national government program designed to address the problems associated with Urban Renewal.

CUE: CLIP RMH-004 START: 18;19;10-18;37;05
RMH: And then the intake worker went to the back of the room. Now this is about 9 o’clock at night. And on her way back she was stopped by a gentleman I hadn’t even noticed.

CUE PHOTO: 1971-RMH-ayuda-005

CUE: CLIP RMH-004 START: 18;39;11-18;41;23

RMH: He was the deputy director of the center.

CUE: CLIP RMH-004 START: 19;15;23-19;23;13

RMH: He said, How would you like to work here? I said social services, No, no, it’s too depressing, I know the political scene in our city.

CUE PHOTO: 1970 RMH-ayuda-008
CUE: CLIP RMH-004 START: 19;26;25-19;29;06

RMH: He took my name and my number.

CUE: CLIP RMH-004 START: 19;29;25-19;41;17

RMH: A couple of days later, he called me. He had been a guest at a UHF station in Chicago that it’s prime time was all in Spanish.
CUE: CLIP RMH-004 START: 20;14;09-20;20;24

RMH: And he said the young woman who started the program is going to one of the network affiliates.

CUE: CLIP RMH-004 START: 20;27;01-20;59;24

RMH: And they’re interviewing. And I said, And? He said, you should go. And I said, television?!? No, no, I’m too old to start a new career. Well he persisted until he finally got me to agree to go for at least one interview. 
CUE: PHOTO: 1971-RMH-ayda-003.jpg

Three interviews later I was doing television. What did I know about doing television? Nothing. But I immediately saw the potential to inform, and politicize that viewing audience of Hispanics. 

CUE: CLIP RMH-005 START: 23;06;19-23;35;19
RMH: So I go on television the first night. My training was, there’s the camera, there’s the little red light. The man without the camera is the floor director. And he will when he goes like this you’re on. That was my training. Well the first night I went home and threw up my dinner. And my father said, maybe this is too much for you. I said, no no, I’m gonna do it.

CUE: PHOTO 1972 Today newspaper

ADD CLIP ABOUT BEING A STAR, Voice over photos
CUE PHOTO 1970 RMH-ayuda-float with caption, Mexican Independence Day parade

CUE PHOTO 1971-we are chicago with caption, Warner Saunders 
CUE TITLE: While hosting Ayuda Rhea co-anchors a community based talk show in English with Warner Saunders called ‘We are Chicago’ on CBS.

CUE PHOTO 1927-RMH-tv-frank-avila.jpg with caption, Frank Avila, ABC 7
CUE: CLIP RMH-006 START: 23;37;17-23;45;11

RMH: So that program would reflect those needs, I began to visit the different communities and organizations and I became more politicized.

CUE PHOTO 1972-gov-ogilvie with caption, Governor Richard Ogilvy (R) Illinois
CUE PHOTO 1972-group

CUE: CLIP RMH-008 START: 25;36;10-25;41;27
RMH: One of the places I went was a group called ‘Amigos for Daley’.

CUE PHOTO: daley-port.jpg

CUE TITLE SLIDE: Amigos for Daley, A political organization comprised of Chicago Hispanics supporting Richard J. Daley in his final three successful campaigns for mayor of Chicago.

CLIP RMH-008 START: 25;55;17-26;14;11
RHM: When I got there, they were 90 percent men. They needed a recorder I volunteered. A secretary recorder. They needed a treasurer I volunteered one of my girlfriends who was a bookkeeper. So we had three, two of three important positions.

CLIP RMH-008 START: 26;17;01-

And Mr. Daley went on to win his election and I learned, one, that we were considered a captive vote and that we had a godfather through whom we’d have to go if we wanted to talk to the man.

CUE TITLE: 1970 Census: Illinois loses two congressional districts and undergoes major redistricting.

CUE: CLIP RMH-008 START: 27;08;10-27;31;15

RMH: At that group of approximately seven people with just three of us women, came a business agent for the teamsters, who described this situation and how the teamsters said to him, if we wanted to field a candidate for congress, they would help us.

CUE: 1972-congress-web.jpg

None of the men wanted to do it. They were afraid of the Daley machine. They got to me and I said, I don’t want to go to Washington, there’s too much to do here. Well you’re not gonna win. It’s going to be an educational campaign. 

CUE: CLIP RMH-008 START: 27;53;08-28;04;10-

RMH: We began my gathering of signatures quietly to avert the possibility of the Daley machine, or just the machine as it was known.

CUE PHOTO: 1972-RMH-candidate

CUE PHOTO: 1970s-mapo

CUE: CLIP RMH-008 START: 28;21;16-28;58;24
RMH: So on the 20th of December, I believe that’s what it was of ’71. we got our signatures we drove down to springfield, the capital of Illinois, and waited ’til about 4 o’clock, went up to window registered my petitions waited ‘til 4;30 when the little bar window came down, and we were home free.

What were we worried about, that the machine would learn about my race and field a straw candidate to split my vote.

CUE PHOTO: 1975-mapo

CUE PHOTO: 1975-mapo2

CUE CLIP RMH-09 START 28;59;05-29;12;16

RMH: And off we were running. I consider that race the equivalent of an undergraduate degree in political science. I learned so much.

CUE TITLE: Rhea didn’t win the election but in running became the first Latina to run for Congressional office in Illinois. 
CUE TITLE: Exactly 20 years later, the first Latino to win a Congressional seat in Illinois, Luis Gutierrez, would win in the very same district.
CUE: TITLE SLIDE First convention of the National Women’s Political Caucus, Houston Texas, 1973
CUE: CLIP RMH-16 START 53;30;28-53;34;06

RMH: I got a call from Lupe.
CUE: CLIP RMH-16 START 53;44;08-53;53;14

RMH: And she told me about the National Women’s Political Caucus. 

CUE: CLIP RMH-16 START 54;20;23-54;29;02

RMH: (Just one and) And she wanted to know if I would share the expense of a suite that could then become the headquarters for the women of the Partido Raza Unida.

CUE: CLIP RMH-16 START 54;46;21-55:17;13
RMH: She sent me the registration form. I filled it out. There was a question, did you ever run for public office, if so check the box below, which gave us a choice of offices, I checked Congress. A week later there’s Liz Carpenter on the phone inviting me to participate in the opening day panel of women who had run for office and the panel was entitled, see how they run. Sure, I was doing television, I had no fear of speaking in public.
CUE: CLIP RMH-16 START 55;18;21-55;47;02

RMH: So I get to Houston the night before the opening and got myself situated with Lupe and that and the chicana’s were bringing in, cause we had a little kitchenette, a refridgerator what have you. They were bringing in tortillas and frijoles and chorizo, and bologna and beverages, cokes stuff like that. Typwriters, a mimeograph because that was before copy machines and all this other stuff.

CUE: CLIP RMH-16 START 55;51;27-55;56;16

RMH: Opening day comes and there’s the panel.

CUE: CLIP RMH-16 START 56;00;02-56;22;27
RMH: I went up there and I see the names on the panel. Bella Abzug, Shirley Chisholm, the then lieutenant governor of new york, krupcheck, the then governor of Connecticut, ellie grasso and a couple of others. I think there was about eight of us and I was the last one.
CUE: CLIP RMH-16 START 56;29;16-56;47;05

RMH: And so about the sixth one, because I did television, I began to feel we were losing our audience, they were repeating themselves. And so figuratively speaking, I took my remarks and threw them out the window. 

CUE: CLIP RMH-16 START 56;52;17-

RHM: I remember saying uhm, my campaign was very much like the sisters that you heard before and in far more eloquently than I am capable of. Uhm, we were understaffed, underfunded, we didn’t win so I’m not gonna repeat some of the things you already heard.  Rather I’d like to share with you a conversation that I had with my 12 year old daughter who asked me, mother why are you doing this?
And I said, well let me see, I’m doing this because when you grow up and you get your education and you want to run for an elective office and you enter a race. The fact that you’re a woman, the fact that you’re a Chicana shouldn’t even enter into the equation. And if we are successful and I don’t see how we can fail, by then it should be a question. I can make you the same promise that my white sisters have been making their sons since the beginning of this nation. And that is that you too may aspire to the highest office in the land. The place went up for grabs.

CUE TITLE SLIDE: As a candidate slated by the Raza Unida Party, Rhea went on to be elected first vice-chairperson of the National Women’s Political Caucus at that conferece

CUE: TITLE SLIDE: Rhea was re-elected for another term as first vice-chair, in 1975.

FADE TO BLACK, END RHEA’S PIECE

CUE TITLE SLIDE: Chicanas Introduction to the NWPC

CUE TITLE SLIDE: HEW Women’s Action Program Research Recommendations, July 1-2, 1971
CUE TITLE SLIDE: Lupe, working with the department of Health Education and Welfare calls a conference of Latinas from across the nation to examine the needs of Latinas. Martha is invited to be a part of this group. (THIS TITLE SHOULD BE AS VOICE OVER WHERE AC BEGINS NEXT CLIP)
CUE CLIP: GROUP-SUN-038 START: 25;49;28-28;26;21
AC: It would be good at this point to really talk about because this brings us to this moment of ‘encuentro’ at the National Women’s Political Caucus. So what is it that we start to really, what’s the learnings there? As we go into this, we journey we come through with incredible motivation and compassion, who want’s to start.

MAC: I think where Lupe left off in terms of HEW departments women’s action program in 1971 she was commissioned to get a group of Chicanas together Latinas actually because there were Cuban and Puerto Rican women as well. In the summer of ‘71 we came to Washington to advise the government through Lupe about what are needs were as Hispanic women. And I remember that the expectation we were cued to say that uh, that we would promote our men first perhaps and then work on programs for women. But not necessarily with women’s development as the uhm
AC: priority?

MAC: for Chicanas, for Latinas, because of our culture. And I remember that Lupe kinda sat back and smiled because all hell broke loose.
GROUP LAUGHS

MAC: and we said, wait a moment. You want us to be weak so that our men can be stronger? It just doesn’t work that way. Where do two weak people, cause you’re saying our men are weak. How are they going to make it? You know. So we said , no. We need to use this program that the government is providing to make us stronger and we need to be able to take care of our families. Along the way of course our men are going to benefit. And that’s the way we became acquainted with the ‘Washington Crowd’

CUE GROUP-SUN-039 START 28;26;19-28;45;27
MAC: Later on that summer right away, a couple of weeks later the National Women’s political caucus had its first meeting and we were so to speak from the very beginning on the ground floor through Lupe’s participation.
CUE GROUP-SUN-30 START 10;11;03-11;39;07
LA: I was invited by the National Women’s Political Caucus to participate in the foundation of the National Women’s Political Caucus. That was such an exciting time for me because I had an opportunity to meet Gloria Steinem, Bella Abzug, Shirley Chisholm, Liz Clayburgh, all of these famous women.

LA: So I remember going into the first meeting and I don’t think that the women knew what a Mexican American or Chicana was.

GROUP AGREES VOCALLY

LA: So they asked me, ‘well you know, tell us about your history, who you are’. And so I blurted off, ‘welfare’ you know and what I had discovered. Gloria Steinem’s immediately her eyes just you know.  She came to my support immediately so did Bella Abzug. I was then selected to chair the National Women’s Political Caucus Welfare Reform Task Force. The exciting point in history is that there were three issues that the National Women’s Political Caucus dealt with.

LA: One was the election of women. The second was getting women into positions, the Equal Rights Amendment and then Welfare.

CUE GROUP-SUN-20 START 31;29;29-32;50;02
AC: You know you come together as mothers and daughters and solteras, casadas, some of you brought kids. You come with all kinds of gifts and you started to imagine and accept and appreciate the gifts of one another. This was a time before we had faxes and the internet, we’re already building relationships. You come together as strangers, how do you start to build trust and companerismo entre todas.

PM: I can speak to that because it happened to me. Because I did not know that woman, Rhea I did not know her I did not really know Lupe. It wasn’t until we came to that woman’s meeting and that we see each other as women and we’re equal and we’re peers and we see the talents that this one brings or that one brings but there’s an innate trust that’s there.

That you start with that, that there’s a trust that I can trust this sister and I can speak to her because she’s like me. She’s like me! Maybe we don’t come from the same state, she’s from California, I’m from Texas, she’s from Chicago but yet we speak the same language and we’re gonna stand together. And that was what was so beautiful at those conferences.

FADE TO BLACK

CUE TITLE SLIDE: Pauline Martinez, Mother of five, Civil Rights Activist, EEOC Investigative Specialist
CUE MUSIC: Modern Jazz Samba: Kevin MacLeod, Incompetech.com
CUE PHOTO:

CUE PHOTO:

CUE PHOTO:

CUE PHOTO:

CUE: PM-002 START 11;18;12-11;44;18

PM: But remember October ‘69 I was already working for civil rights. I had begun to work in the office of the US Commission on Civil Rights, so I was learning a lot of ‘what do you do when you don’t like how you’re being treated in your work place, or in the schools or what do you do because you have rights as a citizen. You have rights.

CUE: PM-003 START 12;17;15-14;13;24
PM: That position kind of gave me my um front seat to all the things that were happening in civil rights.

PM: I was right in the middle of all that and I was listening to all these conversations that these young men were doing and they were young. These guys were just out of college. They were going to St. Mary’s University right there in San Antonio they had graduated from there and they were all full of fire. They were like, can you imagine what it must have been like with Martin Luther King and all his people. Well this is how Jose Angel was. This was how Willie Velasquez was.

CUE: PM-003 START 14;24;21-15;29;27
PM: So I got to learn about how what it takes to begin to move somethings. You’ve just got to talk to a lot of people. My focus then began, well what about women, what about us? But I did not particularly say what about Chicana women I just said what about women.

CUE: PM-004 START 15;29;28-16;32;14
PM: So, after I thought about bringing some attention to the women’s rights. It was at the school. I was going to San Antonio College at night and I met some of these women that I had known I mean I had already known these ladies for a long time. We had all worked in clerical positions and as we were rising through the ranks going from a clerical position to a professional higher grade. These women also were saying ‘you know we’re finding that we get stopped up to a certain point. We’re allowed to grow to this point but then we get stopped.

PM: And they were being stopped at home in the social environment but also in their career.

CUE TITLE SLIDE: Working woman

So we said why don’t we start this group called working women to make the point of what we want. We want better jobs we want better pay, all of that.

CUE: PM-004 START 17;03;08-17;34;08

PM: You know we knew we wanted to make some changes within the culture but we had to change two cultures. We had to change our own culture of how they saw us as Hispanic women, Mexican American women. And then we also had to change the mainstream American culture as full, first class citizens, Americans, you know. So that was our dilemma.

CUE: PM-

CUE TITLE SLIDE: MABPW of San Antonio VOICE OVER TITLE SLIDES
CUE TITLE SLIDE: Mexican American Business and Professional Women’s Club of San Antonio. Pauline is a founding member of one of the first professional organizations for women in San Antonio.

CUE PM-006 START: 20;26;05-20;30;24

PM: Luz Escamilla said well why don’t we just open up a Business and Professional Women’s Group.
CUE PHOTO: Luz-Escamilla.jpg

CUE PM-006 START: 21;10;23-22;10;16
PM: To do that you felt or at least we did, that we were part of this mainstream America. Which everybody wants to be when you’re in this country. You want to join something that is mainstream America. And also that it would be a safe thing for our Mexican American women to come in to and learn to be professional. 

CUE PHOTO: BPW.jpg

PM: Because not all of us had the advantage of a college education. So, when you go to college you do acquire this other knowledge about how the working world is and all of that.

CUE PHOTO: BPW.jpg

PM: But when you’re just a high school graduate you don’t have all that know-how so this would give them that. And that was good, if the husbands would let them, you know, that was the thing.

CUE: PM-006 START 22;12;01-23;03;17
PM: For me I can see that my involvement with the Business and Professional Women’s group was good and I liked all those women up to a point. Because they were very tame in terms of what they wanted to do. The projects they wanted to do, the things they wanted to do. And I already was working with civil rights. I was like, there’s so many more things you can do. But within the business and professional womens group that was not the appropriate place to do it.

PM: if you wanted to do that. Like what I thought we should be doing like raising a fuss over bilingual education or whatever 

LGM: voter registration 

PM: or anything like that, it had to be somewhere else.

CUE: PM-006 START 23;10;00

PM: The wife of my boss belonged to the League of Women Voters and she was always trying to get me to belong to the League of Women Voters, but I didn’t want to. I don’t know I just didn’t feel like I belonged there with the League of Women Voters. They were too white or something. I don’t know.

LGM: Laughs, So you really wanted something that not only reflected your desire to be an activist but something that reflected your cultural background as well.

PM: Right, right and it wasn’t going to be the League of Women Voters, for sure I knew that.

CUE PM-007 START 26;13;12-26;22;21
PM: I think then it was the Bexar County women’s political caucus that I began going to some of their meetings rather than going to the League of Women Voters.
CUE PHOTO: NWPC Win with Women cover.jpg

CUE PM-007 START 26;34;11-27;11;13

PM: I liked that they were focused on civil rights. There were whites, blacks, not a lot of chicanos but there were some Hispanics that were the wives of some other political man in San Antonio. Primarily they were white women but there were some other women of color. Because I worked where I worked in civil rights I was very accepted and brought in right away.
CUE PM-007 START 27;21;02-27;22;27
PM: And then I met Jane Macon. Who worked for the city.

CUE PHOTO: Jane Macon article.jpg

CUE TITLE SLIDE: EEOC Equal Employment Opportunity Commission

CUE PM-007 START 28;53;05-28;52;25
PM: And then there was a position opened for a city attorney, the city attorney was going to be hired or appointed, and the city council was going to appoint them. So the story was they were looking for a male Hispanic person lawyer to be the new city attorney and Jane my friend from the caucus called me and said ‘pauline, I need your help, we’ve gotta do something we’ve gotta strategize and figure out what we’re gonna do, because on Thursday night, the city council is gonna vote on who their going to recommend to be city attorney.

And I want to be city attorney, but they’re not even gonna look at me (cut this pick up at). These guys want a man and they want a hispanic. 

CUE PM-007 START 29;57;16-30;46;11
PM: So I said okay well lets think about it, let’s think what can we do. We can call all of our friends from all the women’s groups and we can have a press conference. And the press conference is gonna be like this. 
It’s gonna say, (cut up to) if you are really serious about making the city of San Antonio a city of equality for all people, men and women or all races, not just Hispanics, you’ve got to do the right thing and you’ve got to hire the best qualified person, whether that person be a female and whether that person be white. 

CUE PM-007 START 30;50;28-31;08;07

PM: And we happen to know that there is a qualified person in the staff. (cut to) and her name is Jane Macon. And if you don’t support her, that tells us what kind of a city we live in, you know.

CUE PM-007 START 28;20;14-28;31;10

PM: Henry Cisneros was running for office. He had been on the city council. He was a very popular councilman and he was gonna run for mayor.

CUE PHOTO: Henry-Cisneros.jpg

CUE PM-007 START 31;09;03-31;12;01
PM: And so privately to Henry Cisneros.

CUE PM-007 START 31;17;12-32;27;22

PM: I said you’re running for mayor right? And he said, well yeah Pauline. It was all over, I’ve got his flyer right there where he’s running for mayor. I said well Henry, I want you to be mayor and if you want to be mayor, you just have to do the right thing on Thursday night. And he said, ‘what’s that’?  and I said, well I want you to listen to the press conference we’re going to do this evening. And we did our press conference on Wednesday night.
PM: And the press conference had all these womens groups. We did it at the convention center. We called all the radio, television, newspapers and they were all there with their cameras shooting us. And we said, we are the black women, the business and professional women, women from the churches, women from everywhere (cut to) from the political caucus, I was the spokesperson.
PM: And we said we want the city to know that they have a candidate right now and her name is Jane Macon and if she doesn’t get hired it’s because the city of San Antonio, just does not believe in ah, they discriminate.

CUE PM-007 START 32;33;02-32;50;10

PM: Well Henry, the next day came, the day of the voting and Henry abstained. He didn’t vote. So he ruined the whole thing. The men on the city council, the other Hispanic men were so mad at him, because he abstained.

CUE PM-008 START 33;03;18-33;12;07
PM: I told him I said do you know the makeup of people that are gonna vote for you on when your election? You’ve got like 50% are women and if you don’t give us the woman attorney, we’re not gonna vote for you. 

CUE PM-009 START 33;21;17-34;33;26
PM: There were two guys that worked in my office that thought they were political and all that. They were with LULAC
CUE TITLE SLIDE: LULAC League of United Latin American Citizens, one of the oldest national organizations speaking for Latinos since 1929.
PM: LULAC is this Hispanic organization but mostly men, some women now maybe running the show but back then it was just men. So this guy comes into my office and he threatens me and he tells me that he heard what I did to Henry.

PM: And I said, ‘so what do you want me to do now’? I said we already did the press conference. Well you back off and ... And I said, you know what? If you don’t get out of my office, and we were in a federal building. I said if you don’t get out of my office right now, I am going to call Senator Bentson (cut who’s already died poor guy).
PM: And I’m going to tell him, how you use this office to do your LULAC business. I know that. That you do this. That you use federal lines to do your LULAC business. So if you want that I’ll do that right now and Senator Bensen will start an investigation on you.

So he got so mad he just backed off. He just backed off.

CUE PM-009 START 34;47;18-34;53;27

PM: And Jane got the position. She became city attorney.

CUE TITLE SLIDE: Jane Macon became San Antonio’s first woman city attorney.

CUE TITLE SLIDE: Texas Women’s Political Caucus VP of Political Action

CUE PM-016 START 16;13;27-16;33;06
PM: At one point I was VP of Political Action. It was during that time that I had to seek out candidates to run in whatever race we could get ‘em. And that’s when we zeroed in on Irma Rangel.
CUE TITLE SLIDE: Irma Rangel

CUE: PM-16 START 16;36;02-17;47;26
LGM: So why Irma?

PM: Well, because she was a lawyer. She had no skeletons that we knew of. Ah she had a law practice and she was a very quiet person in her own hometown doing her little practice. Uhm, you know gettin’ along fine.

PM: She had such a good resume of stuff she had done, you know, she had been a teacher, she had been uhm, she had traveled, she had taught in South America or somewhere, anyway she had a very good resume that anybody would be proud to, uhm she could run, you know, I mean, no problem.

LGM: When you suggested it to her what did she, was she?

PM: She said NO. No, I don’t want to do that. Why would I give up this? She had her office, she had her practice she said I don’t need to do that.

PM: And I said but you do, you do need to do it. Cause we don’t have anybody with your credentials. You’re the only one and we have to come up with somebody. And my plea was so passionate to her that she did it. 
CUE TITLE SLIDE: Irma Rangel went on to win the election as the first Latina in State Representative in the Texas State Legislature. She served 14 consecutive terms for 28 years of service until her death in 2003.

CUE: PM-16 START 18;03;08-18;06;06

PM: I was real proud that she gave me a yes.

CUE TITLE: The purpose of the Chicana Caucus.

CUE TITLE: “When we would come together at national (NWPC), we could say, we represent this ethnicity. If we had an issue we would voice it. Pauline Martinez
CUE TITLE: “We would carry more power voicing it that way than if only one person was speaking about the issue. It carried more weight because you representing all these states—a constituency.” Pauline Martinez

END PAULINE’S PIECE

USE THESE NEXT TITLES AND PHOTOS OVER AC’S INTRO

CUE TITLE SLIDE: 1975

CUE PHOTO: LUPE\1970S-MISC\1971-ARTICLE-MIRADOR-01 (CROP TO USE ARTICLE ‘CONVENCION DE MUJERES HISPANAS EN NUEVA YORK’)

CUE PHOTO: PAULINE\ARTICLE-SAN-ANTONIO-TIMES.TIF

CUE PHOTO: 74-6-21-RMH-NEW-MEXICO-WPC.TIF

CUE: GROUP-SUN-058 START 16;51;20-18;44;11
ALTERNATE: GROUP-SUN-058YELLOW START 22;57;01-25;21;09

AC: By the mid seventies it appears that we’re getting a lot more opportunities to get leadership and a lot of our wisdom in a lot of different circles. We were moving statewide, we were working nationally and now we’re starting to move internationally. And there is a great opportunity that surfaces in Mexico, Lupe you were there. What was that about?

CUE TITLE SLIDE: 1975 International Women’s Year Conference: Mexico City

CUE TITLE SLIDE: “If we are to work as women for the liberation of all world women, we must do this from a premise of mutual respect for language and cultural variations. 

CUE TITLE SLIDE: “We must be ready to support the expression of a woman’s humanity in her own language and culture.”

Presentation by Chicanas of La Raza Unida Party at International Women’s Year Conference, Mexico City.

LA: It was the United Nations, the first international conference of world women that came together in mexico. One of the things that I experienced that was really, that I still remember the torture that some of our Latin American women experienced.
CUE PHOTOS: 1973-PILGRIMAGE-MEX-CITY

PHOTO CREDITS: LA RAZA/ROLANDO SILVA, MAGDALENA BURAGIN

CUE PHOTOS: FRONT-COVER.JPG
CUE PHOTOS: PG-22.JPG
CUE PHOTOS: PG-24-PHOTOS-001
CUE PHOTOS: PG-24-PHOTOS-002

CUE PHOTOS: PG-25-PHOTOS-001.JPG
CUE PHOTOS: PG-26-PHOTOS-002.JPG ALL SAME PHOTO CREDITS

CUE PHOTOS: PG-26-001.JPG

CUE PHOTOS: PG-27-PHOTOS-001.JPG

LA: And there were some ah, a lot of torture, a lot of ah revolutionary movements, and some of the women were caught up in that in the freedom of their own country. The were in prison, they were tortured, they were raped (CUT TO) Women from Argentina, how they were jailed. A woman from Chile, how they were ah, how their hands were burned. (CUT TO) So many women brought to our to my conciousness and the delegates of La Raza Unida were invited to that conference, our awareness of the oppression, of Latin American Women. We started to form communication, and understanding and started to develop a networking where we could support each other.

CUE GROUP-SUN-058 START 19;04;14-19;33;13
MAC: We all benefited because of the communication that was ongoing between us. So I think this bringing back, reading the reports, talking to Lupe, the presentations that people that went that made to us, uhm made us aware of third world feminism and third world feminist problems. 

CUE TITLE SLIDE: Mexico City becomes a turning point for Chicanas. Many move away from the American version of feminism and embrace the issues of global justice and third world oppression.

CUE GROUP-SUN-058 START 20;35;05-20;54;23
LA: To see the strength, of the women and then we said, ‘my gosh we feel we’re oppressed look at what some of those women are and we really need to communicate better. And so the term ‘Latina’ became more identifying for us.

AC: Much more inclusive for us.

CUE TITLE SLIDE: As the first woman president of California’s Mexican American Political Association Margaret Cruz also attends this conference.

CUE GROUP-SUN-018 START 30;39;17-30;57;12

MC: It’s an overwhelming experience. You can’t put it into words. You look at this individual and you know that they have all the assets that you have, probably more talents and then I know that God made the right choice when he made women. 

BEGIN MARGARET’S PIECE

CUE GROUP-SUN-035 START 17;19;16-18;11;22
MC: Before I was 17 I didn’t know I was Mexican I didn’t know I was brown but I did speak Spanish because my mother came from Mexico and she did teach us Spanish but she did also say you had to learn English. She was an up and coming woman. I went through high school, junior high, high school and then I was able to receive and at that time it was unheard of to get a scholarship. It was a minimal scholarship. It was 1938 because I was 17 years of age. I got this scholarship to go to this school. I didn’t know it was kind of an exclusive school where the ladies in the school talked to God everyday and not me but that was okay. Because they were daughters of consuls and Mexican governors and all that stuff. I was in awe because they used to come in limousines and I had to take the bus and I was a domestic.
CUE: GROUP-SUN-035 START 18;20;03-18;35;15

MC: The idea was that I went to this college. My opening eye session. I went up and I thought that I was pretty good, but I knew that I didn’t meet the criteria because I had to take the bus. And I sat in the last row.

CUE: GROUP-SUN-035 START 19;00;17-21;01;21
MC: I’m sitting down and this woman comes up. And she said are you, are you, who are you are you Margaret Cruz? No Herrera, that was before I caught a man. I said yes. She said what are you doing in my classroom? Well I said I’m here to study. I don’t know the exact words but I was shocked. I said I’m here to study. And she said, oh, she said you’re not gonna learn anything. She said, I said, and I was at a loss. She said where I come from she said people like you would not even be in my classroom. She said because you don’t learn, you’re not smart, you’re never gonna be smart.

MC: And I’m listening to this woman telling me that I’m a dummy and I haven’t been able to digest it yet. She said, we’d never let you in where I come from. So finally I decided where do you come from. She said Texas. I said why don’t you go back? We don’t need you.
GROUP: Laughs

MC: And I think that was a fork in the road for me because it was expulsion. I hadn’t even been in there twenty minutes and I was gonna hit the road. Well at that time I wasn’t as clear skinned as I was or as sophisticated. I had a Benito Juarez haircut and when I cried I turned red and I was furious. And down to the dean I go. But every one of us that has the privilege of meeting somebody else you have to realize that they are put in your life for a reason, good bad or indifferent.

MC: And sitting at her desk was the dean, Van Stratten, I can’t think of her last name, the most wonderful, compassionate woman that had come into my life. And I’m crying screaming that I want to leave I can’t stand this horrible school and all this, but she had already heard from Dr. Cook.
CUE GROUP-SUN-035
START 21;20;00-21;52;29

MC: And this fine woman said to me. Calm yourself sit over there I’m gonna bring you a cup of coffee, a cup of tea and you decide, but remember you decide, we gave you a scholarship because you have academic and leadership possibilities and if we made a mistake, we made a mistake. But she said, the choice is yours and if you leave that door today, you’ll be running the rest of your life.

CUE GROUP-SUN-035  START 22;02;20-23;31;24
MC: And after I thought about it and thought about it, I didn’t really know too much. But as I’m walking up the stairs I thought, I have to do something to this lady because she doesn’t like me I’m a Mexican. I didn’t even know what a Mexican was because I wasn’t around ‘em too much because we didn’t live in a Mexican Barrio. And my mother tried to get into the system and was working.

MC: So I’m going up the stairs and I’m still crying, cleaning my eyes, and I get up there. And she said, you’re back. I said yes I am and before I sit down. I’m only 17 and I’m not too bright. Before I sit down I want to make an observation and she said what is it. I said well, I said what you did to me today, in these words this was the message anyway, what you did to me today I don’t understand it but I make a pledge to myself that I will never allow anybody to do that to another human being—to rob them and this word is a fifty dollar word at 17, that I had never used before. To rob the dignity of another human being I will never allow it in my presence.
MC: And going to tell you I could write a book on some of the things I’ve had to go forward to because I made this little pledge and I stayed with it all the time.

CUE MUSIC: FRENCH FRIED, STEVE GLOTZER

CUE PHOTO MONTAGE

CUE TITLE SLIDE: 

CUE: GROUP-SUN-019 START: 31;07;02-31;26;10
MC: I think men are wonderful. We can’t live without ‘em. I had a husband for 54 years he was a saint. And he said Margaret anything you want to do when you do it for somebody else you’ll be successful. The checkbook is always open. And I think he’s up in heaven now taking charge.

CUE TITLE SLIDE: At 58 Margaret accepted another scholarship to go back to school and get her law degree. Four years later she became the oldest graduate of Lincoln University Law School.

PHOTO: MC-graduating

SUB TITLE: At 61 she became the oldest graduate of Lincoln University Law School.

END MARGARET’S PIECE
CUE TITLE: 1975 Boston, 2nd NWPC Conference. Held at the same time as the IWY Conference in Mexico City.

VOICE OVER NEXT TITLE

CUE TITLE: Audrey Rowe Colon, a black woman is elected chairperson. Rhea is re-elected first vice chair. 

CUE: GROUP-SUN-059 START: 20;54;28-21;14;20

RMH: I didn’t get to go to Mexico because we had made an investment in the National Women’s Political Caucus and the national anuual meeting was being held in Boston simultaneously so I made a hard choice and went there and succeeded in being re-elected vice chair.

CUE TITLE: International Women’s Year, National Women’s Conferece
CUE TITLE: Bella Abzug and Gloria Steinem return from Mexico City and present legislation to congress that will create a national conference for women of the United States. Their goal: to create a plan of action for US women for the next ten years.
CUE TITLE: The conference will be comprised of women representatives from the 56 states and territories, elected at state meetings officiated at by commissioners appointed by the President. 

CUE: GROUP-SUN-063 START: 25;49;08-26;27;09
RMH: When I got the call from Audrey Rowe Colon who I supported in Boston that the president, through Midge Costanza, 
CUE TITLE SLIDE: Midge Costanza, Special Assistant to the President

RHM: was looking for women from the caucus who wanted appointments. I had learned that Rosemary Roybal 
CUE PHOTO: ROSEMARY-ROYBAL.JPG (FROM 1977 HOUSTON)
was in the directorate office having been moved, not transferred just simply placed there for the time being from her White House assignment and that she was being, kind of like, abused in that position. Not being taking seriously, etc. etc. So I said the presidents commission for international womens year that’s going to hold the conference and I got it.

CUE TITLE: Many national women’s and Hispanic organizations are involved in recruiting and developing the state meeting agendas, including the Raza Unida Party, the Commission Feminil Nacional, and MAPA.
CUE TITLE SLIDE: 1977 Third convention of the NWPC, San Jose California. Mildred Jeffery’s elected chairperson, Rosemary Roybal is elected vice chairperson. 

CUE PHOTO: FRONT-COVER.JPG

CUE TITLE SLIDE: At this conference the Chicana Caucus as a special interest caucus of the NWPC has elected representatives. Margaret and Pauline are vice chairs, Lupe is a legislative chair and Rhea is chairperson. 
CUE PHOTO: BLUE BOOK BACK COVER.JPG

CUE: GROUP-SUN-62 START: 23;41;17-24;14;29

ALTERNATE: GROUP-SUN-062YELLOW START 29;01;08-30;10;09

AC: 1977 becomes a pivotal year for las chicanas no, las hermanas, we’ve gone to San Jose, we’ve done a lot of work there, and we’re getting ready for the national conference of women in Houston.

RMH: No, no. she’s shaking her head.

PM: You said San Jose?

AC: I’m saying 1977 was a pivotal year, we were in San Jose at NWPC from there. I’m just setting the tone as we walk to Houston. There was a whole lot of work done there.

CUE: GROUP-SUN-63 START 26;27;26-26;43;28
ALTERNATE: GROUP-SUN-063 START 31;02;00-32;16;02
RMH: And I arrived there in, what year was it?

AC: 77

RMH: In 77 and each commissioner got a suite and put it at the disposal of my Chicana sisters.

AC: And we all show up there and what happens?

GROUP LAUGHS

RMH: That’s where I met Andrea.

BEGIN ANDREA’S PIECE

CUE MUSIC: CHINESEGLOBAL6 STOCKMUSIC.NET FADE IN OVER RMH SAYING ‘THAT’S WHERE I MET ANDREA’ KEEP MUSIC LOW AND UNDER INTERVIEW UNTIL CUE TO ‘OFF’

Andrea (Rivera) Cano: Media Specialist for the Chicana Caucus and moderator of ‘the gathering’
PHOTO: Andrea and Michael-young

PHOTO: Andrea as group in Houston
PHOTO: Andrea and Michael-graduating from college

CUE AC-15 START: 22;07;27-22;33;26

AC: My parents weren’t that happy when they heard I was part of the chicano movement.

LGM: Why was that.

AC: They said that’s not your fight. I was raised in a middle class, pretty dominant English speaking household, not in the barrio and they didn’t think that was our fight. And then they realized with time and as we talked about our issues, yah, it was not only my fight it was our fight.

CUE AC-007 START: 13;28;03-

AC: And as a journalist myself you covered certain stories you began to get a better perception of what your community about.
CUE AC-008 START: 13;35;03-13;55;21
AC: In the chicano movement we were a lot of different types of chicanos. You couldn’t define just one chicanismo. That we were gradients because of our history. 

CUE PHOTO: Group shot with women

AC: Some of us had been here three or four generations. Some of us had just recently arrived. In the discussions of what that meant, it was very rich and very instructive.
FADE MUSIC OFF

CUE AC-016 START: 22;54;29-24;13;16
AC: Around that time I started to separate out of my marriage which was really, you know those times Latinos didn’t have marriage counselors and things you know and we separated and ultimately divorced, but still maintain an extraordinary friendship with my first husband George Cano. So I was here kind of a single mom and wanting to get back into school so I was trying to get scholarships and things and they’d have things available for Chicanos and I applied and I then got refused. Why? I wasn’t Chicano enough.

AC: White folk were telling me I was not Chicano enough for these scholarships. I said, well, what does that mean? There has to be a lot more education to people about what all this community was about. It was not only now that we were trying to find our own assertion our own identity but now people from the outside were trying to identify us. 
AC: And I said no, la lucha is bigger than just me and my community this is something that has to be really taken out to different civil sectors. And that really kinda confirmed it for me because I said no I really am this here and so is this person next to me and so is this other person we are all chicanos. So it was looking at the richness and distinctions that we had amongst us and the variety but that’s something we had to convey to everyone else.

CUE AC-22 30;24;07-31;30;25

AC: I was helping to produce a weekly political program for the PBS station in Orange County in the mid 70s. And about that time it coincided with my getting a Robert F. Kennedy fellowship to do the Chicano News Media Association work and also doing the weekly political programs. 
AC: A local elected official. I think she was the mayor of one of the local towns was part of kind of the regional chapter of the National Women’s Political Caucus told me as she knew she’d heard that I was going to Chicago or something for some Kennedy memorial event. 
CUE PHOTO: Andrea, Rosemary and Olga Villa photo.jpg

She said if you’re in Chicago you must look up Rhea Mojica Hammer.

Who? Rhea Mojica Hammer. So she gave me the back story on Rhea and I met her and that just really consolidated an extraordinary relationship and for me she was my mentor. I learned a lot. We had a lot of parallels in terms of working in television and in media and then of course getting into the political process. And that’s where we.

LGM: And personally being single mothers.

AC: And being single mothers, yeah. 

LGM: I know that was an issue.

CUE AC-23 START 32;00;22-32;30;27
LGM: You all never really got the opportunity as a collective to know one another because.

AC: On the personal end.
LGM: Right 

AC: We didn’t, I didn’t know who was married who had how many kinds what your domestic situation was like no. I mean we came to these events with a whole other layer of preparation and discourse that we needed we needed to take care of business and we did bring our kids with us and that when we found out who had what kind of daughter or child or how old. But we really didn’t know each others domestic situations.

CUE AC-24 START 34;19;06-34;34;24

AC: Part of it also was that we didn’t have enough time. We would blow into a town and we only had two and a half days on a conference, you know we really needed to bond immediately we needed to achieve a certain degree of trust with each other and then take care of business.

CUE TITLE SLIDE: The impact of Latinas coming together in Houston for the National Womens Conference.

CUE AC-24 START  33;18;03-33;55;29
AC: Well it was an extraordinarily ‘aha’ moment for us. We were really separated by time and space and distance. You had the women from New York, the Puerto Rican women from the east coast, the Latinas and Chicanas from Texas, the Midwest California. We hadn’t ever come together, some of us, I mean Lupe was one of the links in part of that and we tried to see where are the other links were amongst us. And so we came really with an open slate in terms of discovering who we were presenting what we wanted to talk about in terms of issues, you know how we were going to fill the slates in the platforms.

END ANDREA’S PIECE

CUE TITLE: Highlights for the women at the National Women’s Conference.
CUE: GROUP-SUN-63 START 26;46;23-29;37;13
ALTERNATE: GROUP-SUN-63-2 YELLOW START 32;10;16-

LA: I was elected by the Texas delegation to the national womens’ conference and I had the privilege of reading the declaration of American women, along with Jean Stapelton and Corretta King. It was a life experience.

MC: Sure

PM: It was a highlight in the conference for us Chicanas to watch Lupe be part of the person reading that declaration. I went as a delegate at large from Texas from the Texas Women’s political caucus and that’s how I got there.

MC: And I got elected from the state caucus from the state of California, but I was also representing MAPA.

CUT TO MAC
MAC: I went as a delegate selected when we had the state convention or the state meeting to select national delegates. And I also served as a coordinator of sorts to a recruitment effort to get chicanas to go to the state convention so that we could have a large delegation of chicanas at the national convention.
CUE TITLE SLIDE: Chicana Advisory Committee on IWY Concerns. Ad hoc organization that produced a grass roots recruitment of chicanas as delegates to the state IWY meeting.

CUE PHOTOS: SCAN0001-(COVER TEXAS WOMENS MEETING)

CUE PHOTOS TWPC-PAGE 8 (MARTHA’S SEMINAR)
CUE PHOTOS: TWPC-PAGE 9 (LUPE’S SEMINAR)
MAC: The reason for a large delegation, is to have pro choice or pro era chicanas and to have a large delegation. Because your delegation depended on how large the state convention was. We had six hundred chicanas show up to the state convention, therefore we had a huge, a pretty large delegation.

MAC: I’d been challenged by California, I’d been challenged by Rhea so uhm I felt like I delivered. And that was like my last show for a while with the Texas Women’s political caucus and the national caucus, because we had some problems. The administrators of the conference refused to keep their word and reimburse us for our efforts and our expenses so I was totally disillusioned.

CUE GROUP-SUN-064 START: 30;00;19-30;50;08
ALTERNATE GROUP-SUN-064 35;29;18-36;20-26

RMH: Each state was supposed to get a grant to make it happen within their state. That’s the problem they had in Texas, I didn’t know about it.

MAC; 100,000 dollars, each state.

RMH: I don’t remember the formulas. We’re talking 30 years ago.

LA: I don’t understand how come you didn’t get reimbursed.

MAC: Well it was strictly up to the women that were running that were administrating the local grant. It was there decision to send back the remaining sums without paying the Chicana Advisory Committee what was owed to them.

MAC: And I thought I’ve got better uses for my money than to keep spending it on these people.

CUE TITLE: 1977 Houston, Rhea’s suite, headquarters of the Chicana Caucus

CUE GROUP-SUN-068 START 39;11;13-40;00;26
ALTERNATE GROUP-SUN-068 START 42;10;08-48;33;04
CUE PHOTOS OVER AC START: 

AC: Well we’re in Houston and Rhea has invited us to be in the suite as the commissioner and there are probably 35 to 40 women representing states and caucuses we have things that we need to discuss, there’s the issue of the ERA we know the issues of Welfare and the plan of action all of a sudden there’s real tension there, what’s happening. 

PM: It was a packed room in that suite it was packed with delegates from California and Texas and other states from a lot of other states. It was American women there, just American, we were all American. One of the things that I saw you know we had Rhea there as the chair sort of you know leading us, we had to deal with the resolutions we were going to have to vote on the floor when we went out.
CUE GROUP-SUN-068 START 40;27;25-41;06;07
RMH: The suite had two bedrooms and because Margaret has so many connections all over the world I said Margaret you take that suite and she got a judge there in Houston that made available to us a limosine that took us all over the place including Lionel’s reception.
RMH: But always from the moment I was elected vice-chair as your candidate, from the RUP that I would have to work with two distinctly different groups one in Texas one in California and when you all agreed on where you wanted to go as a group I would lead but not before that.

CUE GROUP-SUN-068 START 41;28;15-43;37;27
MAC: I think for me the defining moment came when I realized that if we teamed up with all the other minority women, Asian Native American, African American that we were the majority. 
CUE PHOTO: MAC

And that we could have an era, pro era conference. That’s when we really started to work the floor. To me that was a highlight. You know realizing look we are the majority in the conference and consequently we got our resolutions passed.

AC: But the issue was the media wasn’t paying attention to us?

MC: Salinas, you know the one in Los Angeles she and Sally Martinez were connected with the media, do the pr work.

AC: Well that’s Spanish language too.

MC: I see Salinas coming over and she says you know Tom Brokaw wants to do something on the Hispanic women in the delegation and I think you should be the one to speak because I’m so shy, sorry.
GROUP LAUGHS

MC: Anyhow I said alright. I’m sitting down there and I see Tom Brokaw coming and he’s walking towards us and he’s asking for Margaret Cruz and I’m on the end seat because that’s where I’m going to be interviewed. And I said I’m Mrs Cruz and he said you’re Mrs. Cruz, I said yes. Oh, he said you won’t work out at all.

You have a problem? He said yes, I wanted a real Mexican representative. I said what are you talking about. He said a stereotype Mexican. And I looked at him and I said, what did you expect huraches, sarape and tapa juice? Shove it. Take your camera and go! And I’ll tell Chet Huntley.

CUE GROUP-SUN-068 START 43;37;18-44;03;13
LA: One of the things that is important also is that there is west of the missisippi doesn’t exist really in New York. You have to realize that the media, that the power of the media and the legislature is in Washington and New York. 

CUE GROUP-SUN-068 START 44;10;03-44;28;06

LA: I experienced that when I first went to Washington, they don’t know us, they don’t know anything about us and the only thing that they hear the media hears about us is tacos or working in the fields etc. so that was a barrier we had in dealing with the conference.

CUE GROUP-SUN-068 START 44;37;27-45;22;25
LA: I learned how to move in the circles and I think that the women from Texas and the women from California at least as a delegation had many issues that they wanted to speak. And the voice was like inside was loud and clear but there was no hearing from the other. And I don’t see that as a necessarily as an anglo woman or men issue. I really see that as a dividing point as territorial and we’re still fighting that.
CUE TITLE SLIDE: Lessons learned.

CUE AC-29 START 42;05;14-

LGM: What did you take away from that, other than this robust pride of being a part of that cultural collective of amazing women. That’s what I took away from that.

AC: Precisely that it was you know really beginning to honor these women and a part of it is whether you agreed with them or not. Politics is that, it’s the art of negotiating a lot of issues and interests. And it was also just looking at the spectrum of what these women represented. You know, from their communities and their societies. What they represented. And that was really the gift of that. And I miss it. I miss getting back into that although there were echoes of it you know the International Women’s Year conferences that continued into Mexico, Copenhagen eventually in Beijing and other places. 

But I recall I said, no the women that are there duking it out continue. Thank God they’re there.

CUE TITLE SLIDE: The Gathering

CUE VOICE OVER DINNER CLIPS AND SPEECH.
CUE GROUP-SAT-058 START 08;15;25-8;20;25

CUE GROUP-SAT-059 START 08;33;11-9;13;20

CUE GROUP-SAT-060 START 18;41;24-18;48;25

CUE GROUP-SAT-061 START 20;02;26-20;07;24

LGM: It was the end of the day on Saturday, and we had planned a dinner at a Japanese restaurant. It was a wonderful opportunity for the production crew, a few generations younger than these sage women to get a chance to get to know them. 

LGM: Food has always been the great equalizer in our culture. My grandmother used to say, ‘de donde viene la comida viene la vida.’ Where food comes from so does life. Sharing a dinner table creates the opportunity for conversations and learning. It was how I learned about my own Mexican history. What I learned as I watched each of these women, sharing and laughing, was how easy it was to connect to the simple humanity and humility of each of these Chicanas. 

LGM: I knew that what I had set out to do by making this film, was the right thing. I knew that for Lupe, Martha, Rhea, Margaret, Andrea and Pauline, these two days in San Francisco brought an answer to the question they had all asked themselves at some point—had we succeeded in the work that we were a part of? 

LGM: What I knew was that those of us that worked so hard to get this gathering together knew we had been instrumental in completing the circle of ten years of work. We all knew it and felt blessed to be a part of something so important that needed to happen. 

CUE TITLE SLIDE: Epilogue: 30 years later.
CUE GROUP-SUN-072 01;32;03-2;00;23
AC: Thirty years have gone by at least since we were all together. The world has changed, politics have changed for the better for the good. I know that running into each one of you I learned something that informed my core values and principles in moving into my life and my mission. The idea of mentoring to really honor the wisdom sharing that our aunties and our elders can give us.

CUE GROUP-SUN-072 02;42;03-2;50;00

AC: For that I am so grateful in terms of being a part of ‘las hermanas.’

CUE GROUP-SUN-073 02;52;13-3;26;25
ALT GROUP-SUN-073 YELLOW 01;40;11-04;37;01

LA: It has been wonderful to see everyone after thirty years. And to see that many of us haven’t really changed in so many ways. I think the driving force in so many of us is the deep faith that we have, the value of human life. And the value that each human being in this world. That faith that we have about creating a better world not just for ourselves but for everyone.

CUE GROUP-SUN-073 03;52;21-04;12;14
LA: Working now on the environmental issues, ah global warming, climate change. Because that’s taking care. We’re stewards of this world and taking care of our world and creatures in it is our responsibility.

CUE GROUP-SUN-074 04;39;28-

PM: We still continue with our work, we still have a passion to do the things we did. Not maybe exactly in the terms we were doing them before. I continue to be very passionate about politics. Every time I see a woman run for office, and whether she wins or doesn’t win I get excited that she’s running that she’s thrown her hat into the ring and that she’s winning. And I remember the time I ran for office and so I know that it’s exciting (ADD PART ABOUT DAUGHTER)
CUE: GROUP-SUN-074 START 05;28;04-05;42;19
PM: Mentoring young Hispanic realtors has been wonderful, especially for me to see them grow. And for me to at least give them a little bit of my experience of where I’ve been is also very rewarding.
CUE: GROUP-SUN-075 START 05;45;09-06;32;15

MAC: Well, on a personal level I feel that my husbands life, my life devoted to social justice issues was important for our children. My son, although he was a victim of violent crime, taught us as he was going into peace studies that we should after his death continue to work on death penalty issues for moratoriums for elimination of that, anti-war issues. My daughter, very fortunate strong feminist assistant professor at the University of Michigan in Latina Studies. On a personal level I’m extremely happy.

CUE: GROUP-SUN-075  START: 06;47;29-07;12;29

MAC: In Texas I continue to mentor political aspirants. We have about 90 percent of Latinos elected in office in Texas are prodigy of Raza Unida and the feminist movements. I feel very happy that we have done the work we have done.

CUE: GROUP-SUN-077 START: 09;06;03-10;17;19
RMH: The ‘aha’ moments of my life and what brought me to the women’s movement which I celebrate because of my sisters here was very much so that my daughter would not have to begin where I began 80 years ago.  I dragged her along with me to these things because I would tell her you don’t learn this in school mihja. And so she went. And it’s interesting that those of you with daughters.

AC: And sons

RMH: And sons, have shared the fact that our daughters were angry for the longest time about what they perceived was our neglect of them for being in a movement with all these crazy women and all that.

GROUP AGREES

RMH:  Last year God works in wonderous ways. Gave my daughter a revelation. 45 years old and she had this idea and I said to her of course. She said call these women and I did, and without exception, each one of you immediately said ‘Yes!’
CUE GROUP-SUN-076 START 07;46;11-08;55;27
ALT GROUP-SUN-076 YELLOW START 06;04;27-

MC: (leave in part about daughter) I continue to get young people into law school hoping we should have a judge someday that would become the United States Supreme Court Justice. 
GROUP AGREES

MC: And I think to myself, so long as I have the energy that I can mentor just one I’m a success. The key to everything is knowledge and education. Yes I do talk a lot but there isn’t anything that is say that isn’t based on knowledge, experience, and truth. So that I think that I have done my part.
MC: I received a letter before we came here yesterday, asked me to be available in 2007 when our new college is going to be open for the Hispanic students in San Francisco which I was a founder of thirty years ago. What a legacy because who knows what’s gonna come out of that college?

MC: And all I say in all my speeches and I do talk a lot. Que viva las Mujeres y primero dios que nadien.

FADE TO BLACK & WHITE STILL LAST SHOT OF MC
FADE TO BLACK

CUE MUSIC

IN MEMORIAM

Margaret Cruz

1930-2007 Founding member and first woman president of MAPA

